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shallops, [159] laden with seventy men, well armed.
He came to anchor before their fort; but the bad
faith of these Barbarians making them guilty, aroused
in them distrust, based upon a day’s delay which was
caused by the bad weather, and upon the acts of
hostility which they themselves had committed, sus-
pecting with reason that we had knowledge of them.
We expected that they would come for the Deputies
to the peace, as they had already done, but their mis-
trust hindered them. They pushed an empty canoe
towards our shallops, inviting Monsieur the Govern-
or, Father Ragueneau, and the sieur Nicolet to em-
bark and come to them; their design was to slay
them, as a young Algonquin who had escaped from
their hands told us afterward. This wholly brutal
proceeding caused us to be more than ever on our
guard. The Captains were invited to come and listen
to our words, as we had listened to theirs; no news
from that! They were urged to send some Hurons,
those who had been naturalized among them, and
had become Hiroquois; to this they raised great
objections. [160] At last, two approached our shal-
lops in a canoe; they looked around on all sides, to
see if some Algonquin might not be concealed among
us; but not perceiving any, three Hiroquois Captains
embarked in another canoe; when they had ap-
proached within pistol-shot, they invited Omnontio,
that is, Monsieur our Governor, to speak,—in other
words, to offer his presents.

I shall not relate the speech he made to them by
his interpreter; it will suffice to say a few words of
the manner in which he offered his presents to them,
in compliance with the code of these peoples; his
gifts surpassed by far those of the Barbarians.



